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NEW RECORDS OF SOME ORCHIDS FROM WESTERN HIMALAYA—III 


In the course of studies on orchids of Didihat and 
Pithoragarh, in Pithoragarh District of Eastern 
Kumaon, three more species of Orchids have proved 
to be new records for Western Himalaya. One 
of them was previously known from Nepal eastward 
and the other two had been recorded only from 
Eastern Himalaya. 

Cirrhopetalum guttulatum and Pkolidota griffithii were 
collected in vegetative condition in October 1967 
and they flowered in Dehra Dun subsequently. 
The third species was sent by Sri J. M. Arora, 



Cirrhopetalum guttulatum Hook. f. 

Figs. 1-6 : 1. Plant with flowering spike. 2. Flowering 
front view. 3. Floral parts. 4. Anther column with lip 
side view. 5, Column front view. 6. Pollinia. 


who collected it in Thalkedar (Pithoragarh) and 
was identified by the author as Liparis ridleyi 
Hook. f. 

The specimens cited here are preserved in the 
herbarium of Botanical Survey of India, Dehra 
Dun (BSD) under the respective field numbers 
of the author. 


Cirrhopetalum guttulatum Hook. f. FI. Br. Ind. 

5 : 776 , 1890 . 

Epiphytic. Pseudobulbs 2.5-5 cm long, 1-leaved, 





43® 


SHORT COMMUNICATIONS: BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA VOL. 11 (3 & 4), 1969 


10-13 cm long and 1.5-2 cm broad ; scape lateral, 
equalling the leaf; flowers 2-3, sub-umbellate, 
yellowish brown ; sepals and petals glabrous, laterals 
hardly twice the length of the dorsal, slightly con¬ 
torted. (Figs. 1-6) 

Flowers (Dehra Dun) March 68 and 69. Arora 
37821, fairly'common in Didihat, District Pithora- 
garh. 

Distribution : Nepal, Sikkim. 

Lipari* ridleyi Hook. f. Ic. PI. t. 1887 (1889). 

Epiphytic. Pseudobulbs tufted, 1-2 cm long, 
thin ; leaves linear lanceolate ; scape much longer 
than the leaves ; flowers small, bracteate ; bracts 
shorter than the pedicel ; column winged to the 
base; wings with a capillary tail. (Figs. 1-5) 

Flower (Pithoragarh) Jan. 1969. Arora 38848, 
Thalkedar, District Pithoragarh. 

Distribution : Sikkim Himalaya. 

Pholidota griffithii Hook. f. Ic. PI. t. 1881 (1889). 

Epiphytic. Internodes 8-13 cm ; racemes 2.5-5 
cm long, decurved ; lip cymbiform with a didy- 
mous terminal lobe, no side lobes. ( Figs. 1-4) 

„ Flower (Dehra Dun) June 68 and 69. Arora 
37872 ; common in Didihat, District Pithoragarh. 

Distribution : Tropical Sikkim Himalaya; Khasia 

Mts. 

C. M. Arora 

Botanical Survey of India, Dehra Dun 



Pholidota griffithii Hook. f. 

Figs. 1-4 : 1. Plant with flowering spike. 2.^ Flower front 

view. 3. Floral parts. 4. Pollinia. 


SOME ADDITIONS TO THE FLORA OF MIRZAPUR DISTRICT 


Mirzapur District lies between 23° 45' and 25° 
15' N and 82° and 83° 35' E. Duthie (1903-22) in 
his ‘ Flora of the Upper Gangetic Plain’ mentions some 
plants collected from the region. Srivastava (1955) 
records 17 species as being new to the district. 
Among recent workers who have botanised the area 
were Rau and Bhattacharya of the Botanical Survey 
of India, the former in 1958 and the latter in 1961, 

respectively. 

In the present work, the forests around 
Rihand Dam, Hathinala and also on way from 
Rihand to Varanasi have been visited during 
August-September 1968 period. The paper in¬ 
cludes only those plants which were not mentioned 
by Srivastava (1955) and Bhattacharya (1963& 1964) 
in their accounts; Of these, Ceropegia hirsuta Wt. 
& Am. and Elatostema cuneatum Wight form new 
records for the Upper Gangetic Plain. All the 


specimens cited in this paper have been kept in 
the Botany Department Herbarium of the Banaras 
Hindu University (BAN) and bear the collector’s 
name as Reddi. The identity of some of the criti¬ 
cal plants has been further confirmed at the Cent¬ 
ral National Herbarium, Calcutta. 

MENISPERMACEAE 

Anamirta paniculata Col. 

Occasional, in flowers. Rihand, 1316. 

MALVACEAE 

Abelmo&chus crinitus Wall. 

Occasional on hill slope, in fruits. Rihand, 1294. 

Azanza lampas (Cav.) Alef. 

Frequent on hill slope, in flowers. Rihand, 
1288. 



